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FLM  6-55 


WORLD  HORSE  NWffiERS  IN  195U  and  19 


Work  Stock  in  S-pccified  Countric 


World  horSG  numbers  Continued  to  decline  diiring  191 
Western  Europe,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  but  changed 
Europe,  Asia,  South  America,  and  Africa.    The  world  total  of  around  7^4.5 
million  head  was  about  1  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  1  percent  below 
the  19l4-6-50  average,  and  22  percent  less  than  in  prewar,  on  the  basis  of  the 
latest  information  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 


In  recent  years  numbers  by  geographic  areas  have  shown  contrasting  trends. 
Horses  have  decreased  noticeably  in  North  ijnerica.  Western  Europe,  and  Oceaniaj 
they  have  been  increasing  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  U.S.S.R,,  but  their  numbers 
have  changed  little  .  in  Asia^  South  /imerica  and  Africa, 

HORSES:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continents  or  areas, 
averages  193i;-38  and  19i|6-50,  annual  1952-1955 


Continent 
or  area 


North  iimerica 
Europe 

n.s.s.R. 

Asia 

South  /jnerica 
Africa 
Oceania 
Total 


 Ayerag_e  _  ; 

193iL-38:  19ir6-Td: 


1952 


Thousands  Thousands  Thousands 


18,600 
19,200 
19,900 

i5;ioo 

17^700 
2,900 
2,100^ 

9^^00 


13,000 
16,200 

2/ 
12^700 
17^600 
2;900 
1,1;00 


75;tco 


10,000 
16,300 
li;,700 
13,500 
17,500 
2;900 
_1,100_ 
767000 


1953 


Thousands 

15,900 
15,300 
lit,  000 
17,500 
2,900 
1^100 


76;aoo' 


1/  Preliminary,    2/  Estimate  included  in  the'  total. 


1951+  2/ 


Thousands 


8,700 
15,600 

2/ 
lii^OOO 

17,500 
2,900 

_J.,000_ 


1955  1/ 


Thousands 

7,900 
15,300 

,^ 
111,  100 

17,300 
2,900 

1,000 

~7ir,^o 


A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  May  23,  1955  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
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Maiiy  countries  in  Eastern  Europe^  the  Near  East,  Far  East,  'Lfrtca,  and 
Latin  .America  are  still  doing  much  of  their  farming  by  anmal  power  and  hand 
labor.    Shortages  of  work  stock  are' rewrted' to  be  a  factor  holding  down  agri- 
cultural production  in  India,  China,  Vietnam,  the  U.S.SoR.,  and  the  ReDublic 
of  the  Philippines.    In  the  Orient,  cattle  and  water  buffalo  are  used  extensively 
for  draft  purposes.    However,  some  countries  in  this  area 'are  shifting  away  from 
the  use  of  anmal' draft  power  at  a  fast  pace.    In  Jamaica,  Panama,  Uruguay, 
Argentina,  Israel,  and  Turkey,  tractors  are  in  common  use  and  are  being  used 
quite  extensively  in  Peru,  Egypt,  French  Morocco,  and  Tunisia^    Tractor  numbers 
are  also  increasing  markedly  in  the  U.S.S.R,  and  Czechoslovakia, 

The  decline  in  world  horse  numbers  since  prevrar  reflects  the  mechanization 
of  agriculture.    Farmers  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  the  United  Kingdom,  other 
Western  European  countries,  Australia,  New  Zealand_,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina  have 
attained  a  high  degree  of  farm  mechanization  and  are  rapidly  increasing  the 
number  of  tractors  used.    Farmers  in  the  United  States  operate  60  to  6$  percent 
of  all  tractors  used  in  agriculture  in  the  world. 

The  extent  to  which  the  mechanization  of  agriculture  has  nrogrcssed  may  be 
illustrated  by  tractor  use  in  Sweden  and  Northern  Ireland,    According  to  a  census 
of  October  1,  19Sh,  almost  four-tenths  of  all  the  farms  in  Sweden  had  tractors 
even  though  two-thirds  of  all  fams  had  less  than  2$  tillable  acres  per  farm. 
The  number  of  tractors  on  farms  having  from  2^  to  $0  acres  of  tillable  land  per 
farm  averaged  more  than  one  tractor  per  farm.    On  farms  of  larger  size  there  was 
an  average  of  2,2i|  tractors  per  farm.    The  number  of  tractors  on  the  smallest 
farms,  or  those  of  less  than  2$  acres  of  arable  land,  averaged  ,13  per  farm.  In 
1939  there  were  approximately  ^00  agricultural  tractors  in  North  Ireland  (Ulster), 
In  late  19^k  there  were  Over  22,000.    The  number  of  new  tractors  placed  in  use 
during  19^k  was  around  1,72^, 

A  continuation  of  the  current  trends  in  the  number  of  workstock  is  expected. 
Animal  power  is  likely  to  continue  to  be  the  -orincipal  method  of  crop  tillage, 
and  an  important  source  of  transportation  in  many  areas  of  Asia  and  the  Orient 
and  in  some  areas  of  /ifrica  and  Central  and  South  America,    But  it  seems  probable 
that  animal  draft  power  will' give  way  to  increased  use  of  tractors,  automobiles, 
and  trucks  in  Eastern  Europe,  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  many  areas  of  Africa  and  South 
iimerica  in  the  years  ahead.. 

The  number  of  tractors  in  use  in  agriculture  in  the  world  (excluding  Russia 
and  mainland  China)  in  early  19^k,  was  estimated  at  6,7  million  units,  compared 
>7ith  less  than  2  million  in  1939,    In  recent  years  the  number  of  tractors  in  use 
has  been  increasing  at  a  rate  of  approximately  500,000  a  year. 
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Estimated  Niimber  of  Tractors  in  use  in  Agriculture  in  the  world, 

January  1939,  and  19$2-^k 


Continent  or 
area 


.  1£39 
Thousands 


_195.2  

Thousands 


1,597 

i|,330  ' 

i4i55o 

i|,705 

269 

1,110 
1/  1^5® 

1,265  : 

(523)  - 

9 

:  ho 

i           "50  ' 

60 

35 

:  90 

:           115  • 

135 

17  i 

:  115 

125  . 

130 

53 

166  ■ 

200  : 

215 

1,950""  : 

~578To~"  - 

"'6',30b  "  : 

■^,690 

North  America 
Europe 
U,S ,S,R, 

Asia 

South  ijnerica 
Africa 
Oceania 

World  total  (excluding 

U.S,S«R,  &  mainland  China )_        

in^i.  

Adapted  from:  "Tractors"    Table  83,  Yearbook  of  Food  and  Agricultural  Statistics, 
Volume  VII,  Part  1,  1953,  FAO5  "Monthly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Economics  and 
Statistics",  December  195i|,  FAO5  and  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  (FAMS  3-52) 
"Nearly  6  Million  Tractors  on  World  Farms  in  January  195l",  May  12,  1952. 


„.1953 
Thousands 


.  .l^'^li  .  - 
Thousands 


and  Asse^ 

The  number  of  mules  and  asses  in  the  world  apparently  is  around  50  million 
head.    These  animals  contribute  materially  to  agricultural  output  in  a  number  of 
countries.    Numbers  are  at  high  levels  in  China,  Greece,  Iran,  Iraq,  Turkey, 
India,  and  Pakistan,    Numbers  in  Brazil  have  been  well  maintained  in  recent  years. 
However,  the  number  of  mules  in  the  United  States  in  January  1955  was  only  1,1; 
million,  69  percent  less  than  the  prewar  average »    Numbers  of  donkeys  and  mules  in 
Italy  also  are  substantially  below  prewar. 


Water  Buff aloe 

The  number  of  buffalos  in  the  world  totals  approximately  78  m.illion  head«  In 
recent  years  numbers  have  continued  to  increase  in  India,  which  has  the  largest 
number,  in  the  Philippine  Republic,  Turkey,  China,  Indonesia,  and  Pakistan,  In 
each  of  these  countries  buffalos  are  used  for  draft  purposes  and  as  milk  pro- 
ducers.   In  most  countries  they  also  make  important  contributions  to  the  meat 
supr)ly  through  the  slaughter  of  surplus  young  stock  and  over-aged  animals. 
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In  order  to  increase  its  work  stock,  the  Philippine  Republic  since  January 
19Sh  has  had  a  ban  on  the  slaughter  of  useful  carabao  (water  buffalo)  and  the 
current  shortage  of  these  work  animals  has  been  estimated  at  ij.OC,000  head.  It 
has  been  reported  by  competent  observers  that  carabao  will  continue  to  provide 
the  main  motive  power  for  agricultural  cultivation  in  the  Philippines  for  jezvs 
to  come.    There  is  some  control  on  cattle  slaughter  also.    Steers  and  bulls  are 
the  only  classes  which  may  legally  be  slaughtered.    The  current  strong  demand  for 
beef,  because  of  the  ban  on  buffalo  slaughter,  has  made  this  regulation  difficult 
to  enforce. 

In  September  19$h  the  administration  launched  a  program  of  supplying  a  cow 
or  carabao,  through  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  to  farmers  without  any  vork 
animals,  on  a  partnership  basis.    Under  this  program  the  farmer  will  have 
absolute  ownership  of  the  animal  loaned  him  after  turning  over  two  of  its  off- 
spring to  the  government.    The  government's  share  in  turn  will  be  given  to  other 
farmers  under  the  same  cond it i ons , 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Comm-ittee  on  Foreign 
Crap  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  5i*  b«»od  in  part  upon  reports  of  ■  - 

.agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U,S,  representatives  abroad. 


